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Re:
U.S. St!IDdatdsfor Grades of Table Grapes (European or Vinifera Type)
Docket (IAMS-FV-07-0140
Federal Register, Vol. 73, No. 38, February 26, 2008. pages 10185-10187

DearSirs,

As a produce receiver and distributor of table grape:s,I must express my opposition to the
USDAproposalthat woulde$tablish9.speci.a.15%allowanceforshatteredtablegrapesin
consUt11erc(}ntaine~ for en route, Qr:at destination. fu addjti~nto shatter,thisproposal
also raisesthe tolerancelevelby 5%for other defects"like scJminganddiscoloration.
The independent wholesaleltermmaJ market segznent of the irldustry is disproportionately
impacted by this proposal and jt does not yet take into acoourtt recent scientific research,
indica1mgshattered table grapes are more 3\1sccptibleto highbr bacterial counts,resuJting
in reduced shelf life. OveraH. this proposal will significa.ntly/weakenthe U.S. No.1
Grade.

PACA Good Delivery Tolerances
Under this proposal. shattered berries would not be scored a~ainst the ctm'ent 12% toW
tolerance tor defects in the U.S No.1 grade Wltilthe amount t,f shattered berries first
exceeds the speciaJ 5% allowance, thus increasing tolerance to J7%. An additional
tolerance of3% would be added to the total in situations wh~re PACA "good delivery"I
tolerances. a.pply, for a grand tota] of 20%.

As a wholesaJe receiver, my company would be he1d to the U.S. Grade Standards and
bave to accept up to 20% shatter ot the wholesale receiving pojnt. Additional time would
be required for us to resell the grapes to a retailer. during which tJmethe shatter process
will continue. By the time the grapes m~e it through the retailer's distribution process~
several days could pass. It is entirely possible that shatter could far exceed 2{)%by the
time the gr~es are purchased by a consumer.

ToJeranc:e Inereases for Other Defeets Too
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Currently~in order to meet "good delivery" standa.rds~the toleran.ce allows for 15%
defects. Grapes arrivipg with 5% shatter can also have up to 10% scarring and
discoloration and stilI pass "good deHvery" standards.
Under this proposal, up to 5% shatter wouldn't be scored, which mea.nsthat up to 15% ()f
the grapes could also htwe dcfe<::tssuch as scaning and discoloration, aod the Joad would
still qualify for "good delivery."

In(.lependent Wholesale Receivers would be Hardest Hit
A sizeable majority of table grapes in consumer packages are being sold through the

~ largerretailchEUnsa.ndmajorwholesalecompanies,whichtypicallyhavE:their own
specifications regarding the amo1.U1tof shattcr and other defects they wilJ accept. Most of
their specifications are tar more stringent than those required in the US # J grade. or
"good delivery" standards. Grape~not mee(ing the$etight corporate specifications .likely
end up in the hands of smaller independent wholesale receivers. These receivers, beca.use
of market pressures, are held to the U.S. Grade StEUldards.Therefore; increasing the
tolerance for shatter/defects in the U.S. #1 grade win have disproportionately higher
impact on independent wholesale receivers. The aggregated volume of the independent-
wholosaJe~receiverchannel represents a relatively small percentage of the tota1 volume of
tabJe grapes sold in consumer size containers.

More Susceptible to Microbiological Growth add Reduced Shelf tife
In my experience, s.hattertable grapes have a shorter shelfJife than those remaining
firmly attached to the s1em. For this reason, loads containing h.igheramounts of shatter
command lower prices in the market than those with very little. Grapes that naturally
detach from the cap stem are past their prime Md beginning their slide toward spoilag~
and decay. As shaner berries age, we now know they are more susceptible to
microbiological contamination, which fllrther reduces their shelf life.

The North Americ211Perishable Agricultural Receivers (NAPAR), a trade associatio.nof
which my company is a member, commissioncd Deibel Laboratori~s to conduct
microbjoJogical tests on several varieties oftable grapes to detennine any differences in
microbioJogicn! growth betweel1shaner and bunched grapes. These tests revealed a
Iloticeable d.ifferenceat refrigerated tempcrahlJ'csa.nddetcrm.1110dthat $hatter gr~pos
would baveshortershelf lifeperiods. I hopeUSDAconsidersthis datain its evaluation
of this proposaL

A S% Allowance Wenlf.cus tbe Standard
Adding a 5% allowance for shattered berries to an existing tolerance of 12%!amounts to
.a.whopping 41.7% increase in allowable shatter/defects for the US.No.1 Grade. An
earlier proposal to create a special 10% allowance for shatter was withdrawn by USDA
on 6/29/07. In its own statement in the Federal Register at tbat time, USDA, AMS
indicated that a 10% aJlowancc for shatter would "weaken the standard and reduce
conS'L).merconfidcnce ofthe grade." Although a 5% a.l!owMcewould onJy weaken thl::
standa.rd half as much, it sti IJ weakens it - by up to 41. 7%.
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I don't believe proponents Qfthis proposal intended to put independent wholesale
receivers at a distinct competitive disadvantage, nor did anyone mtend for the proposal to
inc~ the tolerance for defects other than shatter) but those are the consequences. No
one benefits by trying to force consumers to accept containers of table grapes with 20%t
or more, rolling BrOundthe bottom of bag. We all loose when the integrity of the grade is
weakened.
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